AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF  MARTIN" VAN" BUTtEN.                    i
He proceeds with an endeavour to prove, by a course of reas ing which he would once have himself pronounced more speci than solid, that the framers of the Constitution, as well as those whom it was adopted, designed that both powers should 'be unqu fied. Few persons will contend that, in respect to the power raise and expend revenue, Hamilton went one iota farther tl Monroe. The language of the former was more graceful and caj vating but the latter took especial care that it was not more gene or far reaching.
Who, in former days, could have contemplated the possibility t a Virginia President, one of the first members of the old republii party and elected as such, would ever be brought to establish, so as an act of the Executive branch of the Federal Government ^ capable of establishing it, one of the most ultra and, in pract likely to be one of the most dangerous principles ever advocated Alexander Hamilton, and that the individual thus acting would James Monroe between whom and Hamilton ° political differen had ripened into personal hostility extending to the brink of j sonal combat? How strong must have been the influence wb could work such a change! The laxness of the times, in respect political consistency, in a great degree brought about by the. age: of Mr. Monroe himself, doubtless had much to do with it, but I h always thought that political rivalry was not without its influe in producing a result so remarkable and so much to be deprecatec
0 MS. Ill, p. 140. 127483°—VOL 2—20------20) the power to raise money is\ indefinite, * * * and there seems to be no room for a doubt tin concerns the general interests of learning, of agriculture, of nianuf of commerce conies within the sphere of the national councils as far an application of money.
